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Prohibition ofRagginlg andiother Forms of Viotrence in Eriucational institutions Act
[No.20 oriesel

AN ACT TO ELIMINATE MGGING AND OTHER FORMS .OF VIOLENCE AND CRUEL
INHUMAN AND DEGRADING TREATMENT, FROM EDUCATIONAL INSTTTUTIONS

shorttifle . ': ,'i ' ':':'' r' 'ir;'i l

1' ,Thisract rnay be cited as the prohibition of Raggrng and Other Forms:of Violence
in Educational Institutions Act, No. 20 of 199g. ,. i i

Ragging

1

,

. pay'rco n a,mount d
, .,,whom cornmitted

: as flthe victim?J or torthe perso
l, I i
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Host'ge taking

4- ny act by which the personal liberty and the freedom of
nt or a member of the staff of an educational institution
such'educational institution or any premises under t}te

management and control of such educational institution, ii restrained without
lawful justification and for the purpose of forcing such student, member of the
staff or person to take a particular course of action, shall be guilty of an offence
under this Act and shall on conviction after summary trial beforb a magistratg be
liable to rigorous imprisonment for a term not exceeding seven years.



Wrongful restraint

5' Any person who unlaurfully obstructs any student or a member of the staff of aneducational instifution, in such a manner as to prev.r, r".i, ,iri.o, o. memberof the stafffrom proceeding in any direbtion in which such student or member ofthe staff' has a right to proceed, shall be guilry of an "ff";;ai, *,r, a.r;"a
' shajl on conviction after sumrnary hial before a Magistr"r. ul'li"ur" i"imprisonment for a term not exceeding seven years. j i

Unlawfutr confinement

6' Any person who unlawfull5r restrains any student or a member of the staff of aneducational institution in .such a manner as to prevent such student or memberof the staff frorn proceeding beyond certain circumscribing lirnits, shall be guiltyof an offence und'er this Act and shall on convicrion after ;il;;trial before aMagishate be liable to impriso4ment for a terrn-not exceedirrg r"rr"r,;'.;:"t' "

F-orcible occupation and damage to property of an educationar in-s1i1u6s1

7 ' (7) Any person who without lawfuI excuse, occupies, by force any premises of or

an offence under this Act, and shall on .orrri.rioo 
"ft*;;;;;;ial before aMagistate be liable for a term not exceedi";;;, U""r, or to a' fine not exceeding te s or to both such imprisonment and fine.

,i 
' [2J Any,person who causes rnischief in respect of an54 property of or und.er the

institution shall be guilty of an offence
i summarytrial before a Magistrate he

t exceeding twentyyears and a fine of five
the amount of the loss or dar4age caused.
higher.

Orders of expulsion or dismissal

8' where a person is convicted of an offence under this Act, the court may, havingregard to the gravity of the offence

(a) In any case wfrere the person convicted is a student of an educational

-- . 
institution, order that such person be ".o"rr"Jr.";;* ffi*Lo,

(b) In any case where the person convicted is a member of the staff of aneducationar institutio.r; o.d"r rrr", ru.,r-o;.;;;;;;rr"o from sucheducational institution.



BaiI

9' [1) A person suspected or accused of committing an offence under subsection IZJ
of section 2 or section 4 of this Act shall not be released o4 bail except bv the
judge of a High Court established by Article 754p of the Constitution. f'
exercising his discretion to grant bail'such fudge shall have regard to the
provisions of section 14 of the Bail Act, No. 30 of !997"

'

[2),\flhere a person is convicted of. or section'4 of this Act, and an app
Court convicting such persor, *"y,
offence and the antecedents of'fii person con'ficted, either release or refuse torelease,suchpersonon]bail..''''

certain Provisions of *Jre Code of crirninal Procedure Act not to apptry to persons
convicted of found guilty of an offence undEr tniraa

r'l ,ri
: ,'tt 10, Ngttvittrstanding anytfringin the Code of Criminal proiedure Act, No. 15 of !g7g,,

[aJ The, Frovisions gf section 303 of that Act shall not lpply in'the.case of any
person who is convicted,

(b) The provisionrs'of section 306 of that Act shall not apply in the case of any

izable,offences, ,t 'l 
| ,'

'.':'''.
deemed to be cognizao-le Offiences for the

Act:lrro.rssrreve,norwithsr""*"r:J;;ff :itoT;,l::ililt:',trffU;ff 
ff.T:

thatAct

Certifigate,,t ,,:,, ,:

l2'where in any prosecution for an offence under this Act, a question arises
whether 

"ny 
pu.ron is a studenr 

",. 
; ;;*;i or trre staff of "";;;.;;;

ilstitution 
or w\ether any premises or propertJr,is,the propergz of; or i, ooj".

' ' purporting to be under the hand of- re head or other om.".oiJ.h J;;;;
institution to the effect that the person named. therein is a student or a member
gf the staff of such educationai institution, o, ti,rt'trr" n;;;, or properry
specified therein is the property of, or is under the management ana controt oi
such educational institution, shall be admissible in evidence without proof of
signature and shall be prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein.



Admissibility of sta.tement in evldence

13' (1) If in the course, of a trial for an offence under this Ac! any wifiress shall on
any material point- contradict either expressly or by necessary implication a' statement previously given by him in the course of any investigation into such
ofFence, it shall be lawful for the MagisFate i:f, after due inquiry into the
circumstances in which the statement was inside, he considers it safe and just.

(al to act upon the statement given by *re ;il;;";;"course of rtre: investigation, if such statement is corroborated in material particulars by
eyidence from an independent source; and

[b) to have such witness at the conclusion of such tria], tied before such
court upon a charge for intentionally gMng false evitlence in a stage of a
judicial proceeding

(2) At any trial inder paragraph 61 or subsection i1) it shali be sufficient to' prove that the accused made the contradiaory staternents Afugua-inih;:il;
and it shalr notby necessaryto prove which of such ltetementr f, rar".

r1;isjo:rs of this Act to be in addition to and not in derogation of the provisions:
of tlre Penal Code & . , :

14; The provisions of this Act shall be in addition to and not in derogation o{, the' provisions of the penal codg the convention against TorEure and oilier cruel,
t+uman or Degrading Treatment or Punishrnent A,c! No. 22 of 7gg4 or any
other Iaw

Priorityfor hials arrd appeals under this Act : ,

' 15; Every Court shall grve priority to the tfial of any person charged with any offence
under this Act and to the bearing of an1 appeal form the convicuon of any person
for appeals under any such offence and any sentence imposed on such
conviction.

Sinhala text to prevail in case of inconsistency
' 

L6' ln the event of any inconsistency between the Sinhala and Tamij texts of this Act,
the Sinhala text shall prevail.

Interpretation

77.rn this Act unless the contei<t otherwise requires -
"criminal force", "fear", "grievous hurc', ,,hurt,, and 

j,mischief 
shall have the

respective meanings assigned to them in the penal code;



"educational institution" means -

[a] A Higher Educationai tnstitution;
tb) Any other Institution recognizecl under Chapter IV of the universities Act, No.

16 of L978;
(cl The Buddhist and Pali University established by the Buddhist and pali

University of Sri Lanka Act, No. T4 of 1991;
tdl The Buddha Sravaka Bhikku University, established by the Buddha Sravaka

Bhikku UniversityAct, No. 26 of L996;
(e] Any Institute registered under section L4 of the Tertiary and Vocational

EducationAc! No. Z0 of L990;

i0 Any Advanced Technical Institute established under the Sri Lanka Institute of
Technical Education Act, No. 29 of 1995;

tgl A Pirivena registered under the Pirivena Education Act, No. 54 of I9T9 and
receiving grants from State funds and includes a Pirivena Training Institute
established under that AcB

ih) The Sri Lanka Law College;

ti) The National Institute of Education established; by the national Institute of
Education AcU No.

0l The College of Education establisherC by the: Colleges of Education Act, No. 30
of 1986 or a Training College;

tk) A Government school or an assisted school or an unaided school, within the
meaning of the Education Ordinance (Chapter 1S5J;

and includes any other institution established for the purpose of providing education,
instruction or ffaining;

"head of an educational institution" means the Vice Chancellor, Mahopadyaya, Director,
Prdsident Principal or any other person howsoever designated charged with the
administration and management of the affairs of such educational institution;

"Higher Educational Institution" has the meaning assigned to it in the Universities Act,
No.16 ofL978;

"ragging" means any act which causes or is likely to cause physical or physiological
injury or mental pain or: fear to a student or a member of the staff of an educational
institutioU

"student'' means a student of an educational institution;

"sexual harassmend' means the use of criminal force, words or actions to cause sexual
annoyance or harassment to a student or a member of the staff of an educational
institution;


